
A Message from Mr. Cruikshank, Superintendent 
 

Dear Norwood-Norfolk Central School Students, Faculty/Staff, Parents and Residents: 
 

Old Man Winter seemed to come early to the North Country this year.  As we nestle into our 
winter routines, I would like to thank our maintenance and custodial workers for keeping our 
campus running smoothly.  Also, a shout out to the Town, County, and State workers for 
keeping our roads clear.    
 

During these darker days of early winter I find myself reflecting on the progress we’ve made 
as a school community.  Again this year our work has been defined by a rigorous set of goals; 
relating to academic quality and student achievement, fiscal responsibility, safety, and school 
climate.  We continue to move forward in many aspects of our goals which has been        
highlighted by our continuous increases in student performance.  While our road to success is 
long, I am pleased with the dedication of our highly trained professionals as they continuously 
learn and develop new ways to reach all children.   
 

During this Holiday break, we have engaged in a wide-spread upgrade to our wireless        
capabilities.  With almost one thousand Chromebooks being used daily, hundreds of         
personal devices, and many of our presentation platforms that require wireless connections, 
this work is essential.  Each instructional space will have their own dedicated wireless port to 
ensure our teachers are able to utilize the instructional strategies they find most beneficial.  
This work will be near completion when the students return in January.   
 

The school is also making continued efforts to improve communication.  Beyond the weekly 
Board Updates which are posted on our website, our elementary and middle schools both 
have Facebook pages to share our student successes.  Additionally, we have relied on our  
Remind 101 texting service to keep people informed during times of concern.  It’s always our 
intention to have clear, transparent communication with the community.  
 

In reflection, we experienced a very smooth start to this school year and have much to      
celebrate.  Our students are working diligently as we prepare an engaging environment for 
them.  There is a growing number of students participating in extracurricular activities and 
interscholastic sports.  We’re proud that we have a robust student population who take pride 
in their school.  We’re particularly proud of Maddie Dinneen and Sydney Levison for being 
named to the 2nd Team All-State and Honorable Mention All-State Team, respectively.  A 
point of emphasis this year is that we’ve found our student absenteeism has improved; we will 
continue to track this as we believe we can be better.  Student attendance is an integral     
component to a successful school experience.    
 

In looking forward, we have much work ahead as we continue to provide a high quality     
education for our children.  With budget discussions looming, I will once again reach out for 
your support.  I am deeply appreciative of this community and the support you’ve shown for 
the school.     
 

I’m proud of our children, faculty, staff, and school.  I’m proud to be your Superintendent 
and feel that the partnership between school, family, and community will enable our children 
an opportunity for success.  I welcome your thoughts and encourage you to contact me. 

 

My best for a happy and healthy Holiday Season with family and friends,                           

Jamie Cruikshank                                                                                                               

Jamie Cruikshank, Superintendent 
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UPCOMING 
DAYS OFF: 

 
Monday, Dec. 24 -  
Friday, Jan. 4:  
Holiday Break 
 
Monday, Jan. 21: 
Martin Luther King Day 
 
Friday, Feb. 15: 
½ Day Staff Dev. 
 
Monday, Feb. 18 - 
Friday, Feb. 22:   



The staff at Norwood-Norfolk Central School is pleased to announce the Students of the Month for the month of       
September.  These students are selected for their academic achievements, integrity and leadership in the school and 
throughout the community. 
 
Madelyn Dinneen – Freshman.  She is the daughter  of Lisa Mitras and Daniel Dinneen.  She enjoys running cross
-country, track, and playing hockey.  Madelyn recently joined Varsity Club, Spanish Club, and she is a three season   
athlete.  She is enrolled in ADP and honors math and science.  Madelyn’s aspiration is to improve her athletic and      
academic skills throughout high school.  She plans to continue her education after high school and hopefully run in    
college.  Her dream is to one day work with children and to coach a cross-country team. 
   
Sydney Daniels – Sophomore.  She is the daughter  of Michele Cutway and Tracy Daniels.  Sydney is interested in 
soccer, martial arts, and science.  She enjoys going to school and learning as much as she can.  She also enjoys spending 
time with family and pets.  Sydney participates in soccer and track and field.  She is also a member of Whiz Quiz, PAL, 
and Spanish Club.  Sydney plans to graduate high school with an Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors.  After high 
school she will pursue her interests in college.      
 
Luke Allen – Junior.  He is the son of Jay and Stephanie Allen.  Luke is very interested in baseball.  He enjoys 
learning about how baseball was invented and how gloves and bats are made.  He also enjoys learning about language 
and how language was developed.   He plays baseball, basketball, and soccer.  He is also a member of Prom committee 
and National Honor Society.  Luke plans to attend college to be a Physical Education teacher.  And, he hopes to play 
baseball at the college level.  He also hopes that he is able to capture a picture of the sun rising and sun setting in each 
state. 
 
Blake Richards – Senior.  He is the son of Mark and Kelli Richards.  Blake has a high interest in engineer ing, 
math, science, and the environment.  Blake participates in Robotics and Jazz Band.  He also plays soccer, hockey, and 
golf.  Upon completion of high school he plans to attend Clarkson University focusing on Physical Therapy with a major 
in either biology or chemical or biomedical engineering.   
 
The Norwood-Norfolk PTSA solicits gift cards from local businesses for each student.  The businesses that donated are 
the Hotel Grande and Al Smiths of Norfolk and The Hometown Café and Lobster House of Norwood.  Also, the    
Teacher’s Association presents the senior student of the month with a gift card to the Clarkson Bookstore. 

 

Pictured above top left to right:  Mr. Yandeau, Art Teacher,        Pictured above:  Mr. Yandeau and Blake Richards,   
Luke Allen, Blake Richards, and Mrs. Fetter, Principal.             Senior Student of the Month.  
Bottom row: Madelyn Dinneen and Sydney Daniels. 

  
           

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR SEPTEMBER 
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JANUARY 22 
TUESDAY 

JANUARY 23 
WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 24 
THURSDAY 

JANUARY 25 
FRIDAY 

 8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM 8:00AM 

 
English Language Arts 
  
  

  
U.S. History &  
Government 
 
Geometry 

  
Transition Exam in 
Global History &  
Geography 

 
Physical Setting/
Physics* 
 

  
Physical Setting/Earth 
Science 
 
Physical Setting/
Chemistry 
 

 12:00PM 12:00PM 12:00PM  
  

Living Environment      
 

  
Algebra I 
 

  
Algebra II 
 

  
Uniform Admission 

Deadlines 
  

Morning Exams – 
10:00AM 

  
Afternoon Exams – 

2:00PM 

JANUARY 2019 REGENTS SCHEDULE 

Congratulations to our talented musicians on some 
great performances at our winter concert.  It was 
certainly an evening filled with entertainment.  
You make us proud!  

 

 HIGH SCHOOL CONCERT 

   ALL COUNTY FESTIVALS 

All County Festival A — January 11-12, 2019 
 

All County Festival B — February 1-2, 2019 
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The Norwood-Norfolk Whiz Quiz team had their strongest season in recent memory.  Whiz Quiz competes in a televised 
quiz show aired by WPBS in Watertown.  The competition is a single elimination tournament that matches area schools 
against each other in topics that cover academic subjects as well as pop culture and current events. 
 
Our first opponent was Gouverneur, and the team of Erin Dickinson, Jacob Skeels, Grace Furnace and Anneke        
Chudzinski led from start to finish.  Next up was Canton.  Connor McGinnis replaced Grace in this match and answered 
several key questions down the stretch to secure another win.  The third match was against General Brown.  General 
Brown had built a sizeable lead going into Round 4 of the match, which featured an impressive NNCS run that brought 
us within 10 points, the value of one question.  Unfortunately time ran out on the comeback and our season was over. 
 
The team should be congratulated for making it to the semifinals, one of eight teams left in a tournament of 30 area 
schools.  The on-air team had a lot of support behind the scenes in practice matches held after school against team   
members including Sydney Levison, Erin Simons, Sydney Daniels, Makenna King, Bodie Molnar, Luke Allen, Kiera 
Fetter, and Hillary Filios.   
 
If you didn’t see the matches when they aired on WPBS, they can be seen on-line at https://watch.wpbstv.org/show/whiz
-quiz-us-matches/episodes/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRONG PERFORMANCE BY WHIZ QUIZ 

Mrs. Belt's Living Environment class found two monarch caterpillars. 
The students talked about life cycles and watched as the caterpillars ate 
and ate.  Finally each caterpillar went into a chrysalis.  Students then 
watched the chrysalis change colors and hatch.  Unfortunately, they 
hatched when no one was in the classroom, but students took advantage 
of a sunny fall day to release the butterflies back into nature.   

Pictured right:  Living Environment student, Kylee Kellison, releasing 
a monarch butterfly. 

CATERPILLARS TO BUTTERFLIES IN LIVING ENVIRONMENT 

 
 
Pictured Left:  Front Row - Erin   
Dickinson, Anneke Chudzinski, Erin 
Simons, Sydney Levison, Kiera Fetter; 
Top Row - Luke Allen, Bodie Molnar,    
Sydney Daniels, Jacob Skeels, and 
Connor McGinnis.    

https://watch.wpbstv.org/show/whiz-quiz-us-matches/episodes/
https://watch.wpbstv.org/show/whiz-quiz-us-matches/episodes/
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Students in Miss Dodds' 7th grade Science class finally got the 
chance to eat the fruits of their labor from their Tower Garden. 
Two students from each class period joined some invited guests to 
share fresh leafy greens and salad bar fixings on our first ever Side
-Salad lunch day. We expect to have another Side-Salad lunch day 

just  before Christmas break with 
another group of students and 
adults sharing some yummy fresh 
salad and conversation. We hope 
to continue to harvest from the 
tower until all 7th graders have 
had a chance to participate in a 
Side-Salad day.   

7TH GRADE SCIENCE ENJOYS HOMEMADE HEALTHY SALADS 

For the month of November, 8th grade students in Mrs. Waters’ English class worked on analyzing and closely reading a 
variety of functional texts. The purpose of functional text is to give one specific information or to help one perform a day
-to-day task.  Some examples of functional text are brochures, text messages, e-mails, game direction labels, signs, maps, 
food nutrition labels, menus, recipes, a roster of players, schedules, etc. 
 

As a culminating project for their functional text unit, 8th grade students created a presentation where they could teach 
their classmates a specific skill, craft, or recipe. Students were also given the option to create a commercial for a local 
venue and a flyer that could be hung up to advertise the venue. Invitations to attend the presentations were extended to 
teachers, administrators, and members of the community so students would have the opportunity to present their         
authentic tasks to individuals outside the classroom. 
 

The students really showcased their passions and talents in their presentations. Commercials for local venues such as the 
Norwood Bakery, Perry’s Market, Hotel Grande, and Hometown Cafe in Norwood were just a few of the advertisements 
that were created. Students demonstrated everything from hockey stick-handling procedures to video gaming strategies. 
Unique, family recipes were baked and students created cooking videos. So many delicious treats flooded the classroom 
this week. Students were excited to share their family recipes and cooking savvy. One recipe, in particular, was        
translated from Croation to English before its execution and the students were able to sample a Croation delicacy right in 
their English classroom!  

 

This week of presentations has been a true testament that student     

success is possible when students are engaged and work hard on      

authentic tasks. We are so proud of our 8th grade Flyers! 

          PRESENTATIONS BY 8TH GRADE ENGLISH 
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GRANDPARENT/SPECIAL FRIEND DAY 
Again this year, we had many guests at this wonderful event.  The celebration began in the elementary 
gym and included a sing-along and the PARP “Parade of Books.”   Every class read a book fitting our 
“Reading is out of this World” theme.  Classes created  banners and costumes in keeping with the books’ 
read.  The children were very excited for their guests to visit their classrooms, meet their teachers, 
and see their projects.  This event means a lot to the children and we are very grateful for our many 
guests helping create the festive atmosphere and sharing our excitement for reading and books.   
 

WINTER CONCERTS 
Please join us at our winter concerts which will be on the following dates: 
  

UPK-Grade 2 – Wednesday, December 19, at 1:00 P.M. in the elementary gym. 
Grades 3 & 4 - Wednesday, December 19, at 7:00 P.M. in the elementary gym.  

  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 

The annual “Make A Difference Day” is the largest national day for helping others.  The students at 
Norwood-Norfolk Elementary School, in conjunction with the PTSA, sponsored a Harvest Food Drive to 
benefit our community food pantries during the month of November.  Students and staff donated dry 
and canned goods.  Everyone’s generosity is greatly appreciated and will certainly make a difference in 
helping families in our area. 
  

SCHOOL CLOSING/EMERGENCY DISMISSAL 
The following radio stations will carry information regarding emergency closing/delays usually by 7:00 
a.m.:  WPDM/WSNN, WMSA and WYBG.  Also Channel 7, Channel 10 News, and the District website 
broadcasts school delays or closures.  If a report is not indicated, it can be assumed the schools are 
opening on time.  Please do not call the school to request this information.  The calls tie up our phone 
lines and prevent us from making the necessary calls.   
 
Remind—You may also sign up for notifications to be sent to your phone via text messaging.  Give us a 
call or send us a note if you need the paperwork to sign up for text messaging.  
 

TRANSPORTATION 
Per our Transportation Guidelines, a telephone request for a transportation change will not be           
accepted.  This will be strictly abided by to ensure the safety of all of our students. 
 
If you need to make a change in your child’s bus arrangement due to a childcare situation, etc., please 
contact Patti Colbert (Ext. 1364) in advance so that the necessary paperwork can be completed.   

                          

 

 



 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The elementary school faculty, staff and students would like to take this opportunity to thank the    
following groups and organizations for their generosity:   
 

 The Elks Club for their continuing support of our third grade students by distributing            
dictionaries every year. 

 Members of the Norfolk and Norwood Fire Departments for their annual fire prevention   
presentations. 

 The Raymondville United Methodist Church , Wesleyan Church in Norfolk, Dollar Tree, SeaComm 
and Kinney Drugs. 

 The PTSA for providing refreshments at Open House and members of the Key Club for serving 
the refreshments. 

 Snack Pack Program (Mary Ellen Todd and all of the volunteers who assist) for providing snacks 
for needy students every weekend and vacation. 

 Norwood and Norfolk Libraries for providing opportunities for our students to visit and become 
familiar with these outstanding community resources.  
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SCHOOL CLOSING/ 
EMERGENCY DISMISSAL 

INFORMATION 
 

The following radio stations will carry 
information regarding emergency     
closings/delays usually by 7:00AM.:  
WPDM, WMSA, WYBG, WNCQ, and 
NCPR.  Also Channel 7, Channel 10, 
NBC5, WWTI/ABC 50 News, and the 
District website broadcasts school delays 
and closures.  If a report is not indicated, 
it can be assumed the schools are     
opening on time.  
 
*Texting feature - If you would like to 
receive notices via text for events such 
as early dismissals, school delays and 
closures, simply text @nn-parents to 
(315) 889-0354.   

 

FITNESS CENTER 
WINTER SCHEDULE  

 
Check out our Fitness Center during the 
winter months and enjoy our treadmills, 
ellipticals, bicycles, weights, and more!  
It’s open to the community Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00PM.  
Come take advantage of our work out 
equipment in a warm environment! 
 
 



Page 8 The Flyer 

Vanessa Babcock, a graduate from the Class of 2004, is now a Senior Systems Engineer at Canton-Potsdam 
Hospital who has been very busy since graduation.  
 
After attending Clarkson University, and being a three-season athlete throughout her high school years, 
Vanessa wanted to remain fit so she became a regular at SUNY Potsdam's Maxcy Hall. She developed daily 
fitness routines for herself and became a personal Beachbody Coach, while working full-time and becoming 
a mom in 2015. Vanessa joined the World Natural Powerlifting Federation in 2017, a drug-free powerlifting 
federation, keeping with her beliefs in remaining naturally fit.  
 
Vanessa competed in her first local competition in October 2017 and was victorious in setting four State 
records and awarded Best Lifter. She then competed in a national competition in February 2018 where she 
set five National records and five State records and again was awarded Best Lifter. Through her diligent 
regimine, she competed in a World competition in October 2018 and became a World Champion, setting six 
World, National and State records. She again received the Best Lifter Award as well as the 2018 Women's  
Lifter of the Year Award.  
 
Vanessa now holds a total of 22 records consisting of 10 State records, 6 National records and 6 World   
records!  
 
Congratulations Vanessa! We are proud of you!  
 
 

#FlyerPride  

      NNCS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT 
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Board of  Education:                                                Board Meeting Dates: 
Board President:  Jonathan Hunkins       December 18, 2018       
Board Member:   James Dillon    January 15, 2019 
Board Member:   Matthew Fiacco   February 12, 2019 
Board Member:   Suzanne Fiacco   March 19, 2019 
Board Member:   Lisa Levison    April 22, 2019 
Board Member:   Stephen Markum   May 7 (annual & regular) 
Board Member:   Jane Peacock    May 21 (vote) 
Board Member:   Mary Ellen Todd   June 11, 2019 

NORWOOD-NORFOLK 
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 


